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COMMONS AS IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTORS TO

Conflict Prevention, Post-Conflict Peacebuilding and Promotion of Durable Peace


Once the rule of just law has been firmly established armed conflict tends to cease. Through the creation of the EU, for instance, armed conflict between Germany and France, archenemies in two World Wars, becomes inconceivable. At the same time, when people’s basic needs are met and they are developing their unique potential, they tend to live together peacefully. It is therefore no coincidence that the UN Charter was adopted after World War II and in 1946 work started on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was adopted unanimously on December 10th, 1948.
A commons approach brings together both the rule of law and the capacity of the individual to thrive. For a commons is a group of stakeholders who steward or produce goods or services together in such a way that each one participates in deciding the rules that guide their work and each one reaps the rewards and/or the consequences. So each both helps to determine the rule of law of the group and shares equal rights to the outcome of their endeavours. Commons therefore tend to care for their resources sustainably and be cohesive social units, since each participant has a stake in their success.
Commons exist in almost every sphere of life, particularly where a gap exists between what is provided by the public and private sectors. Some help to build and maintain peace by supplying community’s basic necessities. Others help to restore peace where conflict exists. In fact, commons can be seen as potential building blocks for peace from local to global levels. 
For instance, commons build peace by helping people implement their right to shelter, food and water. There are thousands of sustainable living communities—Geo Cities, Eco Villages, the Sarvodaya communities, and indigenous communities that retain their sacred bond with the land. Commons are helping to restore sustainable fishing practices, manage forests, irrigate fields by capturing snow run-offs or river water. Farming cooperatives supply food. 
Cooperatives are the business arm of the commons with one billion members worldwide.
There are also commons to make and keep peace. At the Montessori School in Kensington, CA, USA, when 6-8 year olds have a conflict, they form a temporary commons by choosing an ally each, leaving the classroom and settling it peacefully before returning to class. One tool that is used by many commons is similar to UBUNTU that originated in Africa. Its basic idea is: “I am because you are”. “I am a human being because I belong, because I share and because I participate.” Commons go into conflict areas to help keep and build peace.

The worldwide network of commons is growing and intertwining Most of us without even realizing it participate in commons from local to global levels. For instance, we might live in a commons community, buy our food at a local farmer’s market, bank at a local Credit Union. We might shop at a nation-wide supermarket cooperative or get medical, fire, house, car or other insurance through a nationwide cooperative. At the international level we might use Open Source software for our computer, Wikipedia to look up information, or the Internet (which is also a commons that is not conscious of itself as such) to access educational, cultural or entertainment resources offered under General Public Licenses. Thus, like nodes, they  connect diverse commons. 

More and more people in such connective positions, and also commons themselves, are adopting the golden rule: what we do unto others, we do unto ourselves; or the all-win principle that states that given global interdependence, it is in the interest of all to dedicate themselves to the well being of all people and nature as a whole. In this way they are contributing to a worldwide network of diverse commons that are—and  should remain—semi autonomous systems within larger systems, each with its own values, rules and ways of benefiting its participants. Through the all-win principle, a commons approach can rectify the dangerous situations whereby the rich and powerful are increasingly marginalizing those who are less powerful and poor and humanity is causing the Earth System to create conditions that will soon no longer support human life.
For there are two threats to peace and indeed human survival itself that must be addressed.
These are that law at the global level has been hard to enforce without causing further conflict; and that people are disregarding the fact that the laws of nature rule supreme. They are thereby destroying resources needed for life, causing increased conflict and threatening human survival itself. 

Law at the global level must become enforceable. The use of Chapter VII of the Charter has been seen as a way of the 5 Permanent Members of the UN’s Security Council to lord it over others. Yet UN Member States are seeing their way clear to move toward closer collaboration with the world’s peoples in the area of sustainable development. This is a tiny step toward possibly diffusing popular revolts against Governments seen to abuse the rule of law and/or people’s fundamental . 

At the Rio+20 Summit Governments undertook “to work more closely with…stakeholders and encourage their active participation, as appropriate, in processes that contribute to decision making, planning and implementation of policies and programmes for sustainable development at all levels”.  Dedication to the well being of all people and nature was also a recurring theme. 

Since then the UN Secretariat has organized 11 Global Consultations that received input from one billion people in 6 months. These are now informing Governmental decision making processes at the UN. This consultation process if allowed to continue in all areas relating to the rule of law and fundamental human rights can create both an increasing awareness among Governments of peoples’ needs in their own and other countries. This can both improve understanding between Governments and their peoples, provide an influx of best practices that will benefit all concerned, and could, with sufficient urging by citizens, lead to the rule of enforceable world law.

Yet if people are to live in harmony with nature, 7 billion people—all of the inhabitants of the world—must both become accountable for their impact on the Earth System and reap the benefits equitably of good Earth System stewardship. Here a commons approach, coupled with the all-win principle can point a way forward.

The Commons Cluster of ECOSOC accredited Organizations at the UN suggests the formation of a Commission of Eminent Personalities.This would, with the input of people worldwide, build on the work being done on planetary boundaries, metrices, relevant laws that relate to already existing global commons and the possible management of these by the UN Trusteeship Coucil develop a system for all 7 billion to both responsibly manage and become the beneficiaries of a sensitively stewarded Earth System. 
In the meantime, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) being planned by the OWG 8 can build a foundation. For Conflict Prevention, Post-Conflict Peacebuilding and the Promotion of Durable Peace are dependent on both the sense of well-being and of equity of all people in their interaction with the Earth System as a whole. By stressing this in all SDGs that deal with nature and society, a growing awareness is likely to spread. This could be achieved using such indicators as “The percentage of all people (in a Nation) who have access to safe drinking water”, “the percentage of all  people ( in a nation) using woodburning stoves”, etc.
For more information: Myra Jacksion:  commonsactionun@gmail.com www.earth-condominium.org www.commonsactionfortheUnitedNations.org  
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